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C T C & G  a s k s :  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  w o r k  w i t h ?  a r e a  d e s i g n e r s  s o u n d  o f f .	 	 	 	 	

My favorite material to work with right now is homespun linen. I am passionate 
about the texture and complexity linen has to offer, as well as adding a dressed-
down elegance to any space. The mixing of rough, nubby linen on a formal piece 
of furniture is far more interesting than a traditional and expected fabric. In terms 
of fabric houses, Rogers and Goffigon, in my opinion, does a brilliant job of  
offering linens that inspire me and challenge possibilities.  Rhonda Eleish

flush board! You can buy it 
at any lumber store; ask for 
“ship lap flush board.” We in-

stall it horizontally or verti-
cally and it gives the effect 

of expensive custom paneling. 
With a coat of paint it can to-
tally transform any wall or 

ceiling and add architectural 
detail to a room. 

Lynn Morgan

I love working with stone; there is  
something very special and dramatic 
about walking into an entry gallery  
and seeing stone floors, especially  

polychrome marble floors in unusual 
patterns—so very classic and luxurious.

Philip Gorrivan

rough-cut cedar  
because of its three- 

dimensional quality and 
similarity to driftwood. 

Rough-cut cedar is a 
highly desired material 
in Japanese woodwork-

ing. It is amazing how 
a soft wood can be so 

durable. I like to use it 
for paneling walls,  

dining tables  
and cabinetry. 
Joseph Lembo

Right now I love mixing satin 
with more textural fabrics—
mohair, Belgium linen, flan-
nel, etc. I have been using it 
as contrast piping on uphol-
stery and as accent pillows 
with wide flanges. It offers 
a bit of glamour and shine 

to the mix of textures. 
Michelle Morgan Harrison

I have always had a great love of 
the land, am inspired by natural 
and timeless interiors and driven 

by a deep appreciation for the 
arts. Because of that, my favorite 

materials will always be hand-
woven, organic fibers, naturally 

dyed in sophisticated colors. 
Exquisite and designed to last, 

these textiles and rugs can be 
found at Elizabeth Eakins and 

Rogers and Goffigon.
Alicia Orrick
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beautiful rugs from Nepal and China with 
materials such as banana leaf, hemp, silk 

and New Zealand wools. Cindy Rinfret

The thing that stimulates my creative 

juices is using any material in a unique 

and unusual way or in combinations 

that are different. Sitting in my office is 

a mirror bordered with metal lilies that 

have anodized to a dark, rich green. In 

the powder room where I am placing 

it, the walls will be covered in antique 

bronze-colored embossed leather. A 

dark green–brown marble is being 

used for the sink counter, and a bronze 

faucet will empty into a hammered 

copper sink. The floor is two tiles of 

sage-green color, one plain, one with a 

leaf motif. The whole effect of the room 

will be that of a mossy garden, though 

nothing is actually velvety or mossy. 

Connie Beale


